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2020 History of the Grand Chapter of Ohio                             Marion Johnson, Caroline #39, PM 
 
The 130th Annual Session of the Grand Chapter of Ohio opened at the Kalahari Convention 
Center at Sandusky on Friday, September 27th, with a piano prelude presented by Gary 
Gallion, Shreve #496, G Org.   The Ohio Eastern Star Chorus, under the direction of Pamela 
Sheetz, Lyndon #361, with Elaine Hammond, Crescent #7, accompanying, shared several 
selections, as those in attendance gathered in a chapter room with diagonal seating facing 
the E, rather than the N and S.  The “Beauties of Life” Drill, written and directed by Crissy 
Willeke, Worthington #287, began with the narration by the spouses of our WGM and WGP, 
Celia Lawson, Medina #266, GR of Scotland, and Mike Cholodewitsch, Cornelia #93.  Jan Foy, 
Tiffin #189, served as the organist.  The granddaughters of the Lawsons began with a lovely 
musical selection.  Chrissy Boner, G Hope of OH Rainbow, carried the Bible, and Sami Kiger, G 
Confidential Observer of OH Rainbow, carried the cross from the W to the near E and the 
Job’s Daughters formed their kneeling cross to the W of the Bible. The PMs of Districts 4 and 
5 and some WMs outlined the white cross of the youth with a dark blue cross.  All exited, and 
the narration and music continued with a focus on families and gardens.  The Lawson 
granddaughters brought a younger Cholodewitsch grandson down to the sideline where 
flower vases had been placed.  He gathered flowers and took them to Celia and Mike who had 
come down from the E.  Crissy narrated as the flag was presented by her son, Logan Willeke, 
Deputy State Master Councilor, Ohio DeMolay.  WGP Denny and Celia were surprised when 
their grandson greeted them by video from his military station.  As the flag rotated in the 
center of the room, the WMs and PMs of Districts 4 and 5 presented banners of each military 
group to “God Bless the USA.”  The flag was then carried to the E and the banners exited in 
the W.  The GRs and their flag escorts entered from the NE and SE and processed to the center 
of the room, crisscrossed and proceeded to the SW and NW where the flags were posted in 
the W.  The Youth and grandchildren re-entered and formed the center of a large star, with 
the WMs coming from each corner of the room to form the points of the star, unrolling fabric 
to accentuate the color and flowers of the points.  The DGMs, in green, entered, forming a 
rectangle around a cloth picture of an angel.  They exited, as GRs, carrying red carnations, 
entered from NE and SE, along with WPs, and formed a garden outline.  The WMs, with plates 
colored as star point flowers, filled the center of the garden.  WPs, PPs and DGMs encircled 
the entire group.  All danced off the floor to “Celebrate.” 
 
 The 2015 GOs presented the flag, Bible, and SP emblems as  GW Debby Pitts, Pleiades #298, 
and GS William Murphy, Falls #245, narrated.  Donna Evans, Bryan #248, served as M in 
memory of her daughter, Janet.   
 
The GPs and GAs gave a fun presentation with checkered racing flags to the music of “I’ve 
Been Waiting for this Moment” and “Lightening and Thunder.”  Their outgoing drill was an 
enthusiastic entry from the four corners of the room, eventually forming a heart with CML 
on a sign, the initials of Celia Lawson.   
 
Ron Keller, Lillian #41 (PGP 2013), introduced the GOs, the Dragonflies, and their escorts.  
Their drill, narrated by Chuck Wise, Trinity #16, began with the men playing croquet and the 
ladies enjoying a lovely day in the park.  One found a small animal among the flowers and 
eventually each had found a baby animal.  At first, they fussed over whose was the “best” but 
eventually shared the praises of each one to the others.  The men “picked” flowers which 
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they presented the ladies in exchange for the animals, reminding us that Nature’s Life and 
Beauty is all around us.    
 
Our WGM, Kelly Cholodewitsch, Cornelia #93, and WGP, Dennis Lawson, Medina #266, shared 
some of their year’s achievements including the donation of over $19,000 for the security 
system at the OES Home and a total of over $513,000 for charities.  They thanked many of 
the people who especially supported them during the year and made their success possible.   
 
Among the very special people presented during the formal opening were the MWGM, 
Marianne Shenefelt, PGM of WY, and MWGP Henry Martin, PGP of TX.  Our GRs of WY and TX 
presented their flags as they were escorted.  Marianne spoke of her special OH connections 
and discussed the plan to raise $2M for the Service Dogs by 2021, with the intention of 
making Service Dogs the recognizable charity for Eastern Star.  $430,000 has already been 
raised.  She also explained that there is a new Promotional Brand logo for the Eastern Star, 
and that the OES Journal will no longer be printed, but will be available at easternstar.org by 
clicking on the Journal tab.  Henry told of the new chapters being instituted in other countries, 
and spoke of our need to be focusing on membership, including the return of inactive 
members to our meetings. 
 
We were also very pleased to have Glenda Winchester, RWAGM, PGM of SC and our own F. 
Lon Lowry, RWAGP, George L. Behrens #504 (PGP 2012) present.  Several GGCCMs and other 
distinguished guests supported them.  From OH, we are pleased to have Carol Jones, Legacy 
#596 (Delta #539) (PGM 2001), Membership Committee; Trevor Sproul, Legacy #596 (Delta 
#539) (PGP 2011), Service Dog Committee; and Melora Waltman, Englewood #563, a 
Campfire Friend serving the GGC.   
 
Raymond Hendricks, Palestine #51, PGP 1994, was presented separately, and recognized for 
his 25 years of service to the Order.  Tribute was also paid to the memory of Maxine Jeffers, 
Worthington #287 (Robert Morris #372), who served with him. 
 
Jess Raines, the MWG Master, shared how his theme of INVEST was also appropriate for the 
Eastern Star, and that he and Kelly are glad to be members of the Order.   
 
The presiding officers of all three York Rite Bodies and Ohio Priory KYCH were presented 
and thanked for the cooperation between all of the masonic groups.   

The G Sec Michelle Howell, Miami # 107 (PGM 2017) reported that $235,670 was received in 
per capita, with $47,059 going to GGC.  $117,775 went to the OES Home.  Our membership 
at the beginning of the reporting year was 22,855, and we had a loss of 1581 members, about 
7%.  428 of our members hold dual memberships.  Eight chapters merged leaving 181 
current chapters.  458 fifty-year pins were issued and 314 pins for more than 50 years were 
purchased including 21 75-year pins and 4 80-year pins.  She also explained how she 
managed to issue 37 commissions for GR!  She paid gracious tribute to her pages, one of 
whom was at the hospital with her daughter, who had surgery this week, and thanked GT 
Gayle Sutherin, George L. Behrens #504 (Lydia #83) (PGM 1995), for being kind and patient 
as she managed the steep learning curve of a first year G Sec.  She also paid tribute to Jr P G 
Sec Roberta David, Dayton-Victory #410 (PGM 1997) for all of her assistance, 
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encouragement, and willingness to answer questions, and thanked all the subordinate 
chapter secretaries. 
 
G Treas, Gayle Sutherin, George L. Behrens #504 (Lydia #83) (PGM 1995), reported that we 
have over 1.5 million in investments, an increase of $23,073.20.  Nearly $400,000 was 
realized in interest income, and we received donations of $17,148 for youth, over $3000 for 
the Ohio Masonic Home, and about $12,000 for Benevolence needs, with $9000 given to 
assist needy situations.   
 
Marilyn Giey, Legacy #596 (William H. Hoover #580) (PGM 1981) reported  that 8 chapters 
have merged.  Three additional chapters have asked for information and two others were 
able to elect officers.  Five chapters are in the process of merging.  She urged all chapters to 
use the services of the Membership and Public Relations committee and the Star Polishers. 
 
Marilyn Braatz, Triune #344, presented 23 Silver Excellent Chapter and 38 Gold Outstanding 
Chapter awards.  141 chapters have participated during the 7 years of the program.  2020 
will be the last opportunity. 
 
It is always exciting to celebrate membership milestones.  Lou Ann Cravens, Labelle #414, 
received her 70-year pin from Roberta David, Dayton-Victory #594 (PGM 1997).  Lou Ann 
served as secretary for 25 years!  Jean Watters, Dorcas #277 (PGM 2012) and Lon Lowry, 
George L. Behrens #504 (PGP 2012) presented a 60-year pin to Ruth Smalley, Peebles #396.  
Ruth served as their G El as well as DGM twice and Dist Pres twice.  Four members, Phyllis 
Geisey, Bryan #248,  Dolly Gorsuch, West Park 427, Susan Snyder, Yondota #317, and 
Bobby George, Washington #195, received their 50-year pins, representative of the 458 who 
were eligible. 
 
Janice Goerss, Western Reserve #71 (PGM 2010), reported that over $1600 was received in 
donations to the Masonic Home.  The committee members decided to send $500 to each of 
the three Masonic Homes and let them use it as they saw fit.   
 
Our Fraternal Correspondent, Cynthia Chadwell, Grove City #502, AGC, shared her trip 
through the many Grand Proceedings using Postcards from the GRs of OH in other G 
Jurisdictions.  She gave the number of chapters and members in many of the G Chapters.  
Tracie Evans, Bryan #248, represented RI, the smallest with just 6 chapters and 604 
members.  84 chapters was the most she mentioned, in both AL and Toronto.  In Australia, 
all GOs are nominated and elected except the G Star Points.  MT sponsored Cinderella’s 
Closet, a place where gently used gowns, shoes and purses could be donated, and sold, with 
the profits going to the Home.  NY has their labyrinth with the white point in the East and it 
is wound backwards.  They permit 50-50 raffles and have both public and private G Honors.  
Our GR of OK, Darlene Kassner, Cary #221, was surprised when her counterpart was installed 
as the new G Marshal!   
 
Crissy Willeke, Worthington #287, shared the results of the Ritual Competition, in which 90 
members competed. First place winners were presented the special artwork of Cheryl 
Metzger, Clermont #135.  Adah:  Denise Gregory, Worthington #287,  Ruth:  Ruth Ann Fox, 
Racine #134, Esther: Marja Brandly, Jacob Eby #571,  Martha: Jolie Stauffer, Grove City #502, 
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Electa:   Sarah Eichenlaub,  Lucasville #495, AP: David Hendershot, Clarington #533 and 
Chaplain:  Cherlyn Sanders Groves, Jacob Eby #571. 
 
Nancy Williams, Miami #107, provided some hints and some statistics on the new OES 
website.  She also announced that 19 persons had taken the Circle of Knowledge Test.  
DuAnne Farus, Olive Branch #251, who scored 98% last year, still holds the record.   Joyce 
Horner, Lebanon #343, was the highest scorer this year, with Karen Jones, Crystal #18, Mary 
McMillan and Nancy McMillan, E Palestine #381 and Cathy Smith, Millersport #301 also 
placing with over 80%.   
 
During the legislative session we agreed to appoint 3 member committees in support of 
Regenerative Medicine and Service Dogs as GC of OH projects, deleted the requirement for a 
registered assistant parliamentarian, and also the entire section on Raffles and Games of 
Chance.   
 
We were pleased to learn that 1224 members had registered with 89 coming from out of 
state.  That is 150 more than a year ago!   
 
On Sunday we again enjoyed the music of the Ohio Eastern Star Chorus, serving as an 
introduction to the Symphony of the Stars drill, which was written and directed by Todd 
Evans, Bryan #248.  It was narrated by the spouses of the WGM-elect and WGP-elect, Fred 
Wheeler, Gallipolis #283, and Dianne Merckle, Matamoras #261, GR of MT.  The drill began 
with a focus on the Youth, as a DeMolay representative presented the Bible in the center of a 
pentagon of Rainbow Girls dressed in white.  8 Job’s Daughters formed the kneeling cross 
just W of the pentagon, to the music of “Nearer My God to Thee.”  All exited, and musicians 
entered from the NE and SE, forming a band, choirs, and church members.  A pair of dancers 
strolled in and danced to “Carrousel Waltz” and a couple enjoyed sitting and talking as if on 
a dinner date during “Some Enchanted Evening.” All exited.  The youth presented the military 
banners, with each unfurled as its branch music was played.  The American flag was brought 
to the E, flanked by the youth, who exited after the flag was posted. Brothers of Districts 24 
and 25 entered from the NW and SW in two lines to create the square and Compass in the W.  
The 2016 G Star Points and Chap along with sisters of Districts 24 and 25 formed the Star.  
All exited.  The GRs, their escorts bearing their flags, entered from the NE and NW, to the AC 
station.  The lines turned S and merged and crossed to the C station.  The escorts carried the 
flags to the E and the GRs went to the W.  The GRs went to the center and then to the N to 
form a clef.  2 lines of WMs entered from the NE and 3 lines of WPs and escorts entered from 
the SE to form the 5 lines of a staff.  PMs from Districts 24 in green and 25 in white, formed 
several notes on the staff, and held signs that said Connect, Build, and Grow, our 2020 
emphasis.   
 
The 2016 appointed GOs placed the emblems on the pedestals, the Bible on the altar, and the 
Flag in its stand in a ceremony narrated by Todd Evans.   
 
The 2020 GOs, the Notes of Love, were finally revealed and installed.  Our new WGM, Margi 
Wheeler, Gallipolis #283, and WGP, Chuck Merckle, Matamora #261, raised their batons to 
begin their Symphony of Stars year.   We learned that the rhythm of the year would focus on 
Connect, Build, Grow, with the tempo built on Charity, Pride and Excellence, as well as 
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Education, Learning and Serving.  Our projects will support Regenerative Medicine, Service 
Dogs, Diabetes, and the OES Home project will continue to add to the Security System, so that 
the entire campus can be secured.  New  awards will be the “Mother Hen” award, presented 
to someone who helps a new member learn the ropes, or who helps an inactive member 
become active again, and the Shining Stars award, given for excellent ritual, remarks, or 
presentations.  Jeremiah 29:11 will be our focal verse, and we are all asked to “Make a Joyful 
Noise” to the Lord.  The DGMs, called the Notes of Harmony, in purple dresses, were 
presented as the section leaders, helping the chapters practice their parts.  And the 
Symphony began, exuberant and joy filled.   
 
The tempo of October and November was filled with Installations and Educational 
Opportunities (EOPs).  The WGM and WGP visited Caroline #39 to celebrate their 125th 
anniversary, and then installed the 2020 officers, the first time they had installed together!  
The traveling tempo slowed in December and then in January, the 2020 Cruise set the stage 
for a full year.  Seventy-two travelers boarded the Caribbean Princess in Ft. Lauderdale and 
set sail for ten days with many stops, the highlight being the Panama Canal.    WFIRM (Wake 
Forest Institute for Regenerative Medicine) presented a personal video presentation at a 
private meeting room, sharing views of their labs and projects.  The personal message from 
Dr. Anthony Atala was inspiring, and several people contributed to the $1675 that was 
presented to WFIRM, in addition to the profits from the cruise itself.   
 
And just as Inspection season began, the dynamics changed with the Coronavirus Pandemic 
causing the state to be sheltered in place, with many guidelines to keep our members safe 
and healthy, among them, the cancellation of all Eastern Star events from mid-March until 
mid-June. Secretaries completed paperwork for the DGMs rather than Inspections, and 
chapters became creative in their ways to reach out to their members and also to their 
communities.  In June, chapters were permitted to meet under careful guidelines to transact 
the annual business and hold election of officers. Visitations and receptions were 
rescheduled for August and September, with safety guidelines being followed, with the hopes 
that the restrictions would be relaxed and that Grand Chapter could proceed in September.  
 
Those chapters being recognized for 125 years of existence are Caroline #39, Ravenna #46, 
Van Wert #48 and Palestine #51.  100 year chapters are West Park #427 and Althea #438.  
Belpre #541 reached the 75 year milestone.   Some will celebrate once the restrictions are 
lifted.  Other cancellations included the visits to our Masonic Homes as those campuses were 
closed to all visitors, the bus trip to Asheville, NC, and day trip to WFIRM.  Job’s Daughters 
and Rainbow Grand events were cancelled, so their scholarships were presented by a phone 
call from our WGM and WGP.  DeMolay still hopes to hold their conclave in September.   
 
West Park #427 was all ready to celebrate their 100 years when the pandemic hit.  They 
mailed a copy of their program to each of their members and plan to have birthday cake in 
the fall.  They asked their members to “Step through our ‘door’ to The Past, The Present, and 
The Future” as they celebrate with a Narnia theme.  At the meetings prior to the shut down 
members were asked to share a “Narnia Moment” and they heard great stories, fun memories 
and lots of history. 
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We heard the somber notes of taps several times as our members were called home to God.  
We especially note the passing of two members of the 2000 G Family.  Glen Place, 
Spencerville #130, died unexpectedly on Christmas Eve.  He and his wife Grace were serving 
again as WP and WM of their chapter.  Glen led our GC as WGP in 2000 with Carol Kauffman, 
Caroline #39 (Elizabeth #56), during the “Sing a New Song” session.  On June 12, Carol’s 
husband, Ed Kauffman, died.  We also lost another spouse, Daryl Giey, Legacy #596 (Wm. 
H. Hoover #580) on May 30.  His wife, Marilyn Giey served as WGM in 1981, with Richard 
Smittle, (New Richmond #475) during the “Key of Love” session.  Circleville #90 reported 
the death of Shirley Hall who was initiated in Germany in 1962, a 58 year member.  She 
served as GR of IA in 1997, DGM in 2004, G El in 2011 and was WM 8 times. 
 
The 2020 GOs presented 3 exemplifications/courtesy initiations, receiving 8 new members 
into our Order.  All received the pins of the WGM and WGP.  The first was held at Athens 
#175 on March 7.  The second was scheduled at Browning Masonic Community, but was 
cancelled by the pandemic closing the Home.  The move to Lotus #477 was also cancelled, 
and it was eventually re-scheduled at Wroena #597, with social distancing and wearing of 
masks.  Olive Branch #251 hosted the third, again with precautions, but a beautiful 
ceremony. 
 
On May 6, the OES Home hosted a parade for our Elders and the GOs enjoyed their masked 
participation.  200 masks were presented to the Home staff.  We are grateful and proud that 
the Home has had no COVID cases among staff or Elders. 
 
One of the high notes of any history are the reports of membership pin presentations, often 
highlighting many years of outstanding service and interesting family connections.  Because 
of the pandemic, most of the pins were mailed, or were saved to be presented later.  The 
service recognized is no less significant, but there are fewer stories to share. Pleiades #298 
joined with Temperance Lodge #73 and Sidney Commandery #47 to host a joint honor night 
for members receiving 25 or more years of service.  The evening included a meal prepared 
by the Steering Committee for Debby Pitts, AGC, the presentations and a visit from Santa.  60 
members and family were present.  Carol Jones, Legacy #596 (Delta #539)  PGM 2001, 
presented a 75-year pin to Dorothy Jane Best on the day prior to her 100th birthday, along 
with roses.  Dorothy’s daughter and several chapter members were also present.  Sandra 
Edmisten, Russellville #461 PGM 2004, was proud to present a 75-year pin to her sister Ruby 
Marshall at their Inspection.  Sandy was just a year old when Ruby joined the Order.  Betty 
Finney, Galllipolis #283, received her 70-year pin from Margi Wheeler, WGM, at the Holzer 
Senior Care Center.  Present to help celebrate were Gwen McGuire, DGM 24/28,  Jeanie and 
Dennis Howell, WM and WP, Jean Henderson, G R, and Don, Fred Wheeler and Terri Corbin.   
Owensville #370 presented a 70-year pin to Betty Creager at the care center where she 
resides.  Her pin was presented to her by her younger sister, Adelia Dee Ross-Kuttler, who is 
WM and also DGM of District 22.  Others present were Dee’s G Page and G Aide, Barbara and 
Jerry Ross.  Jerry is Betty’s younger brother and serves as WP!  Barbara and Jerry each 
received 50-year pins this year.    Betty Wells received her 70-year pin from Triangle #592.  
It was presented by Carol Campbell, Linda Ayers and Clara Jo Rike at the center where she 
resides in London.  Betty Dawn Hardman, Belpe #541 (PGM 2003) received her 60-year pin 
from Chuck Merckle, WGP.  Margi Wheeler, WGM, presented Bruce Hardman his 50 year pin 
the same evening.   At Stokes #543, Donna Sue Greiwe was presented her 50-year pin by her 
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daughter and her daughter-in-law.  At Oriental #106’s installation, those attending were 
pleased to witness the presentation of a 50-year pin to Martha Hoffman, the Chaplain.  It 
was presented by Mary Swank who served as WM 50 years ago when Martha was initiated, 
and spoke well about Martha and the evening.  At Grove City #502, the WGM and WGP had 
Linda Whitesel, G Martha, presented at the altar, where each addressed her graciously.  Then 
they asked Linda’s twin sister, Lois Sherman, to join her at the altar.  Evelyn Hardesty, PGM 
2016, reminisced about the years the three of them spent as members of Job’s Daughter 
Bethel #5, then all joining Southern Way #467.  It consolidated with Beacon #593 which 
merged with Grove City #502, so now all three are together again!  She then presented the 
twins with 50-year pins for their fine service.   Janice Mote Allen, a member of Stebbins 
Chapter in New York, received her 70-year pin during a church service as Sinking Spring 
Community Church.  Suzanne Dick, Caroline #39, had made the arrangements to surprise her 
friend, and also included her daughter and son-in-law, granddaughter and her husband and 
their four children.   379 of our members were eligible for 50 year pins!  Our G Sec reports 
that 109 60-year, 50 65-year, 42 70-year and 1 85-year pin were ordered!  If I received the 
names from the Chapter Secs, they are listed in the Pin History. 
  
Another selection of the harmony comes from the stories we have heard. 
 
A Dorcas #277 newsletter carried the header: “Ask the Marys (Braker and Pickett) to share 
the Sisterly Love story of the Dorcas Past Matron’s jewel.  Upon digging, I learned that Mary 
Pickett served as WM in 1974 and received a lovely PM ring from her brother, Louis Hoff, 
who served as her WP.  Mary Brakers served as WM in 1992 and received a PM jewel for her 
service.  Another PM, Martha Emigholz willed her PM jewel to Mary Brakers, who now had 2!  
During a robbery at Mary Pickett’s home, her PM ring was stolen.  Mary Brakers gave the 
jewel she inherited from Martha Emigholz to Mary Pickett so that she would not be without 
one.   
 
Owensville #370 adopted three young girls at Christmas, helping provide for that family’s 
needs at a special time of the year.  Celestine #185 presented two scholarships to graduating 
seniors.  Since there was no Awards night, the checks were given to the school counselor 
along with a picture of the 2020 officers and a note from the Chapter.  The River #517, along 
with Barkley Lodge #621 raised $3600 for the Cleveland Autism unit through the Autism 
Walk. They made valentines for the Meals on Wheels clients and some of their chapter 
members participated in “Be a Santa to a Senior,” and donated to the Rocky River Assistance 
Program.  They are actively involved with two Rainbow Assemblies and a Job’s Daughter 
Bethel. They work well with Rocky River Lodge #703, providing refreshments for their 
Awards night and sponsoring a combined Children’s Christmas Party for about 40 children.  
In November, they held a Christmas Open House with all the businesses. Many people visited 
saying they always wondered what it was like upstairs.  They were surprised how large the 
Temple was.  Dayton-Victory #595 host an annual Care Givers celebration.  They serve a meal 
from 5 pm on Christmas Eve until 7 pm on Christmas Day for first responders and public 
workers who have to work over the holidays.  They come in, have food and a place to sit and 
visit with fellow officers.  This is a joint venture with Far Hills Lodge #784.  The chapter 
joined with Harvest #564 to assist in the new landscaping project of the Dayton Masonic 
Center as their Emerald Project.  Western Reserve #71 had a cookout as they hosted a 
Sister/Neighbor Night with Brecksville #537 and Windemere #388.   After their meeting, the 



2020 Grand Chapter History  Page 8 of 10 

speaker presented a slide show “They Came from Cleveland.”  Following information about 
each person, they had to guess who it was!  They also enjoy activities with Collinwood Lodge 
#582: a summer picnic, Children’s Christmas Party and attendance at a baseball game.   
Goshen #382 distributed treats to children at Halloween.  They also adopted two teens for 
Christmas and had their Easter Egg Hunt.   
 
Grove City #502 held an initiation in late June which involved a fourth generation O.E.S. 
sister, Kaylee Chadwell.  Kaylee’s father, Jason, PP, served as Chaplain.  Her grandmother, 
Cindy Chadwell, G Cond, served as secretary, and her grandfather, John, is a PP.  Great 
grandmother, Marilyn Rowley, PGM 1983, served as prompter.  Leading  Kaylee as Cond was 
Liz Compton, girlfriend of her father.  Two others were also initiated, Jeni and Al Tutoli.  It 
was a long awaited evening following months of no meetings.  In July, the chapter celebrated 
PP Louis Ardit’s 100th birthday!  A card shower and drive-by parade of 140 cars, escorted by 
the Grove City Police and Jackson Twp Fire Dept, made a pretty spectacular day.  The Mayor 
even read a letter from the President!  Louis has served as sentinel 17 years and is G Aide to 
the G Cond. 
 
Waverly # 99 initiated a fifth generation member into the Order!  Sara New, granddaughter 
of Millie Beth New, WM, was initiated, with Sara’s father walking with her.  Social distancing 
was observed for the ceremony so that a single line was used to travel the Chapter room 
floor. 
 
District 22 sold Texas Roadhouse Gift Cards as a fundraiser, sponsored a Potato Bar with a 
silent auction of baskets donated by the chapters in the district and donated to Lon Lowry’s 
Drum Corp Steering Committee.  In 2005, the “Hospice of Hope” project was born at the Star 
Vision Conference in Canton.  Since then the District has donated $137,000, averaging 
$10,000 each year.  District 14 sends empty Rx bottles to Matthew 25 Ministries.  Unionport 
#360 was recognized in the local newspaper for its efforts.  They also sponsored parades to 
recognize several 90+ birthdays and participated in a parade organized by the Co Sheriff to 
honor the 15th birthday of a young girl in a wheel chair.  The DGM initiated a monthly 
newsletter to help keep the District members connected.  Russellville #461 served 75 
lunches to members of the community who were in need.  They provide drinks for 150 at the 
Community Christmas Dinner.  Their chapter Christmas tree was decorated with baby items 
to be given to the Pregnancy Resource Center.  The chapter continues to sell home canned 
pickles and jellies to support the three scholarships they provide for their local high schools.  
This year they supported the Autism Speaks Foundation by collecting change each meeting.  
The money was matched so that $800 was donated to the Foundation.  Marietta #59 donated 
food and toys to a local food pantry.  They also donated Birthday Bags containing a cake mix, 
icing, candles, paper plates, napkins and toys.  Small stuffed animals were delivered to 
members in the nursing homes.  Golden Rule #442 supports the Hattie Lariham Foundation 
which provides medical, residential, recreational and work training services to children and 
adults with disabilities. They also collect plastic caps for the Michigan Rainbow for their 
Buddy Bench project.  They attended the Veterans Ceremony of Remembrance and laying of 
Christmas wreaths at the Western Reserve National Cemetery in Rittman.  Plans include a 
Purses, Pool and Pastry party in September as a fundraiser to help cover the cost of the 
chapter’s 100th anniversary in 2021.  Legacy #596 collected cosmetic bags and personal 
items to contribute to the local battered women’s shelter.    They also continue to knit booties 
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and hats for the preemies and babies born in their area.  Home City #258 made many “fidget 
quilts” for retirement centers and memory care housing units.  Triangle #592, along with 
Bethel #69 made 94 neck pillows, 29 Heart masectomy pillows, 10 hats, 40 tray favors and 
a gift basket donation for the James and Nationwide Children’s oncology departments.  They 
worked in conjunction with the Columbus Zoo on a recycling project.   
 
With chapters unable to hold regular meetings, listen to the melody of continuing ministry 
that they provided to their members and communities. 
 
Masks were made and donated to Veterans, the OES Home, Indian Reservations in AZ, 
hospitals, nurses, first responders, neighbors, family and friends.  Olivet #538 made masks 
for the local school kitchen staff members who were preparing food for children who depend 
on school lunches for their nourishment.  Western Reserve #71 donated 50 Tupperware 
soup mugs full of a package of oatmeal, granola bar, and mask to local first responders and 
ER staff.  Debbie Ramsey, Legacy #596, contributed over 1400 masks that she made. 
 
Food and snacks (with pizza, Subway, and bakeries high on the list) were purchased locally 
and delivered to hospitals, emergency rooms,  First Responders, nursing homes, school kids’ 
food supply and teachers.   Olivet #538 has two members who make wonderful cupcakes 
and the local hospital was treated twice and the Care Center also received several dozen. 
Sterling #74 filled baskets of individually wrapped “goodies” purchased from the local 
bakery, and delivered them to the county hospital.  Every individual working there: doctors, 
nurses, administrative staff, volunteers, and cleaning crew,  received one along with a “thank 
you” for their service.  District 19 donated over $1500 to support 13 hospital ERs with a meal 
for their workers, and also donated to two fire districts.  Goshen #382 made “Cookies for 
Cops.” Several chapters named their members who are first responders or are in other 
stressful positions that were recognized.   
 
Donations were made to Fire Departments and Rescue squads for updating PPE equipment.  
Two chapters, The River #517 and Caroline #39, donated to their local food banks and Meals 
on Wheels programs.  Legacy #596 provided actual food for the food bank sponsored by their 
ESTARL student, Michael Farmer.   
 
Chapters in District 22 checked on their members, and also their neighbors.  They ran 
errands, and helped with a variety of needs. Owensville #370 sent several packages to the 
military, recognizing the grandson of their Marshal, Bob Luce.  Brian Kearns sails on the USS 
Dwight D Eisenhower. Spencerville #130 has two young members, Allen and LeeAnn 
Merricle, Marshal and AC.  Their Charlotte was born in January of 2020.  During the pandemic, 
they made care packages for the chapter officers.  They used white gift bags with something 
“Charlotte” painted on them: the first, a flower pot and the flowers were Charlotte’s toes and 
the second, a worm between Charlotte’s feet.  The bags contained Charlotte’s picture, water, 
a roll of toilet paper, candy, a word search book, hand sanitizer, hand lotion, sun screen, 
seeds, and a note.  They rang the doorbell and left the package!  They were certainly gifts of 
joy at a time of isolation.  Golden Rule #442 has a first time WM, Carol Ineman.  They’ve 
played Stay-at-Home Bingo and sent lots of cards to their members!  They sponsored a drive 
by birthday for Lucille Squire, celebrating her 98th!  Several chapters reported calling 
members on the phone to check in and offer assistance, and sending cards.  Medina #266 
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made homemade thinking of you cards for each resident at the Western Reserve MC in 
March, and then sent Easter and Mothers’ Day cards as well.  A second facility learned of the 
project and asked for 100 cards for their residents.  They also provided goody bags in May.   
Triangle #592 not only remembered their shut-ins with cards, but provided lap robes for 5 
members and books of stamps for 7 others.  They also helped a family who had to move and 
replace everything due to a mold situation, providing many household items in addition to 
cash and gift cards.   
 
Some unusual side notes were heard among the melody, providing fresh ideas.  Many 
chapters reported using email and Facebook in interesting ways.  The River #517 has “Hello 
Kitty” as their chapter mascot and members were asked to post pictures on the Facebook 
page.  The picture with the most likes will win a prize once meetings begin again.  They have 
also kept in contact through Zoom.  They have instituted “Star Light,” information on a 
member on their Facebook page and emails, to help the members get to know each other a 
little better.  West Park #427 sends an “email blast” to all their members informing them of 
updates from GC and local events.  Members without email receive a card with a copy of the 
email blast.  Legacy #596 recognized graduates of their members with gift cards.  Windemere 
#388 was delighted to have a first time WM and WP, Lisa and Kris Khoenle.  They had a 
yummy cookie fundraiser that benefitted their local Dyslexia Center.  They normally have a 
Tea in June.  Medina #266, under the leadership of WM,  Amy Young, sponsored a staff 
appreciation for the Western Reserve MC.  Masonic bodies and individuals donated over 
$4000 for the project.  Each day for a week the staff received special attention, with Stone 
City #325 providing a Subway lunch on Wednesday.  Money was left over, so the appreciation 
continued during the following weeks.  Talk with Amy for specific details.  Triangle #592 
provided school backpack supplies and donated over $900 to Meals on Wheels.   
 
My grateful thanks to all who have provided information for this history, especially our 
chapter secretaries who sent many details of what the chapters have done in the midst of the 
pandemic.  We have discovered some things we are likely to continue!  
 
As the tempo climbs towards Grand Chapter events, even that will see significant changes as 
the three day event becomes a single day, at a new venue, and for a limited number of 
members.  Our COA, Jennifer Garringer, Lotus #477, deserves a medal for planning the Grand 
Chapter session twice, with many details completely changing.  We appreciate her flexibility 
and that of our other leaders.  May our WGM continue to lead and live with her joyful 
optimism, as she so often declares:  “May your light shine for all to see ~ May your cup be 
full of blessings as they are your notes in God's Symphony!” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


